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“We are a traveling show -Like a circus...just no elephants!”



Museum of Interesting Things

“The Museum of Interesting Things is a traveling, interactive demonstration and exhibition of antiques and inventions.”

Founder Denny Daniel

Mission “Inspiring innovation and creativity - learning from 
the past to create a better future!”

Background

Daniel was working as a freelance 
filmmaker/documentor and photo 
retoucher/restorer and creating his own personal 
collection of over 300 antiques. He realized that 
the neighbor’s kids would excitingly wait to see 
what new thing he got for his collection and 
wanted to know how they worked and Daniel got 
an idea.

Specialties Toys, Math, Music, Science, Medical, Literature, 
Household, Photography

Hartzman, M. (2019). [Denny Daniel stands over his Mutoscope at the Museum of Interesting Things]. Weird Historian 
https://www.weirdhistorian.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/denny-portrait-768x1024.jpg

https://www.weirdhistorian.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/denny-portrait-768x1024.jpg


Is it a Museum?

ICOM’s Definition 2022

A museum is a not-for-profit, permanent 
institution in the service of society that 
researches, collects, conserves, 
interprets and exhibits tangible and 
intangible heritage. Open to the public, 
accessible and inclusive, museums 
foster diversity and sustainability. They 
operate and communicate ethically, 
professionally and with the participation 
of communities, offering varied 
experiences for education, enjoyment, 
reflection and knowledge sharing.

Denny Daniel’s Museum of Interesting 
Things

Not-for-profit? Unsure (But does this 
matter?)

Permanent? Sort of…

Researches, collects, conserves, 
interprets? Yes

Open to public, accessible, foster diversity 
and sustainability? Yes

Ethically, professionally, w/ participation of 
communities? Yes

Varied experiences for education, 
enjoyment, reflection, knowledge sharing? 
YES



Inclusion of a CMS

Addition of a CMS
- Enhances virtual experience for patrons, visitors, 

and general public
- Digital preservation
- More efficient collections management

Satisfaction of the methods and techniques of 
digital humanities

- Works to both assist the backend and the 
public

- Focuses on the addition of digital technology to 
digitize and preserve the objects

- Allows progress to be publicly accessible





CatalogIt - CMS System

- Accessibility (ios, Android, web 
enabled)

- CatalogIt Hub (Web Interface)
- No need for special hardware, servers, 

or backups (cloud enabled)
- Price friendly

- Cataloging Objects
- Digital Preservation
- Object Tracking
- Organization
- Condition Reporting



Implementation

Staff:
- Denny Daniel
- Interns
- Volunteers
- New Registrar Position

Step 1: 
Assessment of 
Collection

How many objects?

What categories?

Numbering scheme?

Metadata standards?

Training

Step 2: 
Cataloging 
Objects

Titles

Descriptions

Materials

Provenance

Etc.

Photographs

Step 3: Location 
Tracking

Organization of 
objects physically

Using accession 
numbers to track

Groupings for 
“Themes”

Incoming/Outgoing

Step 4: 
Condition 
Reporting

Condition of object 

Any conservation 
necessary?

Step 5: Web 
Interface Rollout

Choosing what to 
rollout first

Rechecking records 
to confirm 
photographs and all 
important 
information is there

Organization of site



Funding

$540 a year for 25,000 
entries, 100GB, and 10 
users (CatalogIt)

I recommend hiring a 
registrar/collections 
management position to 
spearhead this project.

Designed to support 
small museums in 
project-based efforts to 
serve the public

Three categories:
- Lifelong Learning
- Institutional Capacity
- Collections Stewardship 

and Access

Between $5,000 - 
$75,000

Grant period is 1-3 years

Necessary Funding Goal of Program Amount

Inspire! Grants for Small Museums; Institute of Museum and Library Services



Interview - Marina Mayne at the Raupp Museum

Registrar and Public Education (½ employees)

Been there for 6 years

Local History Museum in Buffalo Grove, Illinois, situated 
within a local government entity.

Collection of 6,000 objects
4,000 - 5,000 photographs and documents

Marina handled the transition from PastPerfect in May of 
2023

Switched due to cost and accessibility via the public hub 
and the app
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Do you have any questions?
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