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The NET.tropolitan Museum of Art
The NET.tropolitan Museum of Art was founded in 2014 by a small group 
of creatives and technologists in the emergent “vaporwave” scene, 
looking to establish a space for digital art that is reflective of 
contemporary social anthropology, with a playful nod to the tradition 
of encyclopedic museums.
 
Their early social connections to this field have allowed considerable 
growth, with investments from cryptocurrency financiers. In the past 
10 years, the museum has built a collection of over 30,000 digital art 
pieces, including over 50 net artworks through commission, as well as 
purchases from other museum collections and artist collectives, with 
works spanning to the beginning of net artwork in the 1990’s.

A recent significant publicly anonymous donation has allowed the 
museum to reassess specifically their net artwork collection, and 
create a new system for acquiring the works and related documentation 
with a focus on long-term digital preservation.



Implications of Net Art

- Net art records primarily capture the artistic concept, as works 
are web-hosted and often composed of multiple interconnected 
components.

- Rapidly changing web technologies require flexible preservation 
strategies, including documenting technical requirements, 
emulation options, or emphasizing conceptual elements that can be 
migrated or reinterpreted across new web platforms.

- The museum’s website functions as a primary exhibition space, so 
any website updates or IT changes must account for the needs and 
integrity of these artworks.



Proposal for The NET.tropolitan Museum of Art 
As the museum expands its digital holdings, it faces growing challenges in sustainably 
preserving, documenting, and managing this collection in the face of rapid technological 
change and the inherent instability of the live web.

Our team proposes a comprehensive plan to systematize the organization, 
preservation, and accessibility of the museum’s net art collection. The plan will 
introduce a unified numbering and cataloging system, a Lightweight Information Describing 
Objects (LIDO) adherent metadata application profile (MAP) tailored to the needs of net 
art–an XML schema compatible with the museum’s existing content management system, The 
Museum System (TMS), and our team’s proposed data access management system (DAM). 
Additionally, an internal vocabulary guide to ensure consistent description and 
contextual accuracy. By combining established metadata standards such as VRA Core and 
PREMIS with custom vocabularies derived from both institutional sources and artist 
communities, we will ensure that each artwork is represented holistically; serving to 
preserve not only its digital assets but also its conceptual, social, and technical 
dimensions.



Concept Map



Collection Management Details



Digital 
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Details



Archivist, Art 
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Technologies

Used to integrate the 
new numbering scheme 
and metadata fields 
and supports the 

internal housing of 
curatorial and 

descriptive records, 
allowing project 
staff to draft, 

revise, and manage 
interpretive and 
administrative 

materials associated 
with each artwork.

TMS Web ResourceSpace Conifer

Provides 
controlled access 
to artwork files, 
documentation, 

and versions for 
project staff. 
Enables secure 

storage, password 
protections, and 

role-based 
permissions. 

Used to capture 
web-based behavior 
of net artworks, 

preserving 
interactive states, 
dependencies, and 

network-based 
features for 

reference, analysis, 
and future exhibit 

planning.

Archivematica

Implements 
preservation 

workflows—ingest, 
normalization, 

fixity checks, and 
storage 

packaging—necessar
y for the 
long-term 

stewardship of 
code, scripts, and 
technical files 
associated with 

net art.



Metadata Application Profile (MAP)

Our team’s priority in constructing the MAP was to 
represent the collection holistically through linked 
relationships: accommodating the conceptual, social, and 
technical dimensions of the works. 

- Flexibility of incorporating internal guides 
with industry standards

- Acknowledging a range of culturally specific 
(“global”) terminologies or community specific 
folksonomies to retain contextual integrity

- Emphasizing the artworks as intangible,
reproducible, and iterative

Prioritizing:

- Consistency
- Flexibility
- Cohesiveness
- Accessibility and 

Interoperability

Based on LIDO 
(Lightweight 
Information Describing 
Objects)



Metadata Application Profile: Work



Metadata Application Profile: Work Cont.



Metadata Application Profile: Work Cont.



Metadata Application Profile: Resource



Numbering Scheme

NET_W.XXXX.XXX

Accession Year, 
for tracking 
growth of 
collection

Ordered object ID, no 
leading zeroes to 
accommodate large digital 
collection without 
continued adjustment

WORK

Indicates 
collection



Sample Record
Work ID: NET_W.2015.4
Title: Dentimundo
Alternative Title: 
Work Type: net art [300419940]
Creation Date: 2005
Earliest Creation Date: 2005
Latest Creation Date: 2005
Culture: American (North America) [300107956]
Creator Display: Ricardo Miranda Zúñiga (American internet artist, 1971-)
Creator ID: NET_A.373
Subject(s): net art [300379994]; tourism [300132466]; health care 
[300404582]
Description: A browser-based digital artwork that critiques mid-2000s 
dental tourism between the United States and Mexico through a retro, 
early-Web interface. Combining HTML frames, Flash animation, MP3 audio, 
and low-resolution graphics, the work stages a satirical “cybernetic tour 
of the Mexican border” led by the TV personality Don Francisco. 
Dentimundo blends folkloric music, migrant narratives, and parodies of 
online resources to examine Latinidad, globalization, and the American 
Dream while foregrounding the preservation challenges of early net art.
Materials/Technique: net art [300419940]; HTML [300266021]; animations 
(visual works) [300411663]; MP3 [300312047]
Record Type: Conceptual-level record
Record Source: Net.tropolitan Museum of Art
Cataloger: Carli Neustadt

Thumbnail image attached to 
record, screenshot of live site



Provides the artistic and 
conceptual framework for 

the museum’s collection of 
commissioned net art

Oversees the organization, 
documentation, and 

administrative control of 
all records and physical 

materials

Supports the technological 
needs of the net art 
commission project by 

ensuring stable, secure, 
and well-documented 

digital environments for 
processing, storing, and 
accessing artwork files

Conducts the systematic 
processing, organization, 
and description of all 

digital materials

Ensures the long-term 
stability, accessibility, 
and technical viability of 

all digital assets

Staffing

Digital Preservation 
Manager 

Archivist

IT Systems 
Administrator

Curator (of Net Art)

Collections Manager



Timeline

Phase 1: 
Assessment and 

Inventory

Establish full 
project scope, 
audit existing 
materials, and 
define baseline 

conditions

Phase 2: MAP and 
Vocabulary 
Development

Build the 
information 

architecture that 
will support all 

records, 
numbering 

systems, and 
preservation 

actions

Phase 4: Data 
Migration and 

Quality Assurance

Process all 
materials into 
the new system 
and validate 
accuracy and 
completeness

Phase 3:
System 

Implementation

Configure and 
deploy the 
systems and 

tools necessary 
to apply the 
new framework

Phase 5: Training 
and Final 

Documentation

Ensure 
long-term 

sustainability 
through 

training and 
full 

documentation

1-4 months 5-10 months 11-15 months 16-20 months 21-24 months



Thank you for listening!
Do you have any questions?


